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Harrington Discovery Institute at University Hospitals, Cleveland, forms affiliation 
with University of Oxford to create an International Initiative to Drive Early-Stage 

Drug Discovery and Development  

Affiliation increases critical support for physician-scientists internationally in their efforts to 
accelerate discovery of new therapies to treat and cure disease 

(Cleveland, Ohio – Oxford, United Kingdom)  The Harrington Discovery Institute at University 
Hospitals (UH) in Cleveland and University of Oxford (Oxford) in the United Kingdom 
announced today a newly formed affiliation that will leverage the academic medical centers’ 

combined expertise and resources to advance highly 
promising drug discovery projects.  

“We are very honored to join forces with Oxford, a true 
global leader in research and discovery, to advance the 
most innovative treatments for human disease,” said 
Jonathan Stamler, MD, Director of the Harrington 
Discovery Institute. “Together we can more effectively 
enable a drug development model in academia that will 
move discoveries from the lab to the patient bedside.”   
 
The Harrington Discovery Institute, a nonprofit 
organization, formed in 2012 to help solve the decades-
long global problem that drug researchers refer to as the 
“valley of death.” Universities continue to support 
research and early development of drugs. But 
pharmaceutical companies and venture investors who 
once supported the intermediate stages of development, 
now often wait until after a new drug’s effectiveness has 
been proven. That loss of support in the middle stages 
of drug development is a growing problem that has left 
many physician-scientists with no choice but to shelve 
some of their brightest ideas.   
 
“On behalf of Oxford, we are true believers that this 
unique model that launched at University Hospitals in 
Cleveland will benefit academic medical centers and 

 
Oxford University selected Alison 
Simmons, MD, PhD, as the first 
Oxford-Harrington Scholar. Professor 
Simmons is a gastroenterologist 
whose research into inflammation that 
occurs as part of Crohn’s disease has 
uncovered immune receptors that 
become defective. She is investigating 
new drugs that work by modifying the 
body’s immune system to cut down 
inflammation. One in 200 people have 
debilitating inflammatory bowel 
disease, like Crohn’s disease. 
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their efforts to bring cures to multiple diseases,” said Professor Sir John Bell, Regius Professor 
of Medicine, University of Oxford. “The model enhances our ability to advance medical science 
and enable our brilliant physician-scientists through strategic funding and business planning.” 
 
Harrington Discovery Institute is currently providing support to 27 physician-scientists in the 
United States to advance drug therapies that will improve the lives of their patients. This past 
year, the Harrington Discovery Institute formalized relationships with the Alzheimer’s Drug 
Discovery Foundation and the Foundation Fighting Blindness as well as the State of Ohio to 
accelerate the efforts to find new treatments.   
 
“Our overall goal is to advance medicine and society by providing inventive physician-scientists 
the drug development infrastructure that is necessary to turn a great discovery into a medicine,” 
explains Dr. Stamler, who is also the Robert S. and Sylvia K. Reitman Family Foundation 
Distinguished Chair in Cardiovascular Innovation and Director of the Institute for 
Transformative Molecular Medicine at UH Case Medical Center and Case Western Reserve 
University School of Medicine. “We view ourselves as a community that seeks the best ideas 
that can be advanced into medicines to improve the lives of our patients – as physicians and 
academics we really don’t care where those discoveries come from, just so long as we advance 
the cutting edge of care; what we care about is excellence and impact. Oxford has brilliant minds 
and they can help lead our efforts for innovative cures throughout the UK.”  
 
At the center of the newly formed affiliation will be the Oxford-Harrington Scholarship 
Program; once established, the partnership plans to expand the support of physician-scientists 
throughout the United Kingdom.   

The Oxford-Harrington Scholarship Program will provide support to physician-scientists for 
preclinical drug research and early-stage clinical trials that hold great promise but may not be far 
enough along in the drug development pipeline to receive financial support from the 
pharmaceutical industry. Oxford-Harrington Scholars will have access to the Harrington 
Discovery Institute’s Innovation Support Center for strategic project management that includes 
dedicated pharma teams that will be charged with oversight of the drug development efforts of 
Oxford-Harrington Scholars. To further the transition to the commercial realm, the new model 
will include an Oxford presence for BioMotiv, a for-profit commercialization company, aligned 
with the nonprofit Harrington Discovery Institute in its mission to advance drug discoveries by 
academic physician-scientists.  

The University of Oxford selected Alison Simmons, MD, PhD, as the first Oxford-Harrington 
Scholar. Professor Simmons, a gastroenterologist, is trying to understand how excess 
inflammation damages the gut in Crohn’s disease, a disease that affects nearly one in 200 people. 
She has discovered that defective immune receptors in gut cells can lead to an impairment of the 
normal defense mechanisms needed to control harmful bacteria. This inability to remove harmful 
bacteria can then lead to chronic inflammation in the bowels of these patients. Based on her 
work, she is also developing new therapies to correct this defect and reduce the damaging 
inflammation that occurs in Crohn’s disease. 
 
“It is our hope to maximize our efforts for innovative drug discovery at Oxford and throughout 
the United Kingdom,” added Professor Sir John Bell. “Our collaboration with the United States-
based Harrington Discovery Institute furthers our support of our greatest assets – our physician-
scientists at the front line of treating patients and finding cures. This newly founded partnership 

http://www.uhhospitals.org/services/harrington-discovery-institute/media-room/news-and-press-releases
http://www.uhhospitals.org/services/harrington-discovery-institute/media-room/news-and-press-releases


will help bridge the gap between preclinical research and commercialization, and will ensure that 
our academic mission is met.”  

Harrington Discovery Institute at University Hospitals, launched in February of 2012 with a generous gift from 
the Harrington family of Hudson, Ohio, is part of a $250 million national model, The Harrington Project for 
Discovery & Development, to accelerate the development of medical breakthroughs by physician-scientists into 
medicines that benefit patients. The model aligns, through mission and structure, nonprofit and for-profit resources 
into a new system for drug development. It addresses a set of major challenges in medicine that have created a 
development gap for promising discoveries and contributed to a long-term decline in new medicine approvals. 
Included in the model is the Cleveland-based development company BioMotiv, a for-profit entity created by 
Cleveland’s University Hospitals health system in 2012. For more information, please visit HarringtonDiscovery.org 

Oxford University’s Medical Sciences Division is one of the largest biomedical research centres in Europe, with 
over 2,500 people involved in research and more than 2,800 students. The University is rated the best in the world 
for medicine, and it is home to the UK’s top-ranked medical school. From the genetic and molecular basis of disease 
to the latest advances in neuroscience, Oxford is at the forefront of medical research. It has one of the largest clinical 
trial portfolios in the UK and great expertise in taking discoveries from the lab into the clinic. Partnerships with the 
local NHS Trusts enable patients to benefit from close links between medical research and healthcare delivery.  

A great strength of Oxford medicine is its long-standing network of clinical research units in Asia and Africa, 
enabling world-leading research on the most pressing global health challenges such as malaria, TB, HIV/AIDS and 
flu. Oxford is also renowned for its large-scale studies which examine the role of factors such as smoking, alcohol 
and diet on cancer, heart disease and other conditions.  
 
About BioMotiv 
BioMotiv is the mission-driven accelerator associated with The Harrington Project for Discovery & Development, a 
$250 million national initiative for advancing medicine centered at University Hospitals in Cleveland. The focus is 
to accelerate breakthrough discoveries from research institutions into therapeutics for patients through an innovative 
model that efficiently aligns capital and collaborations. The company leverages an experienced team and advisory 
board to select, fund, and actively manage and advance a portfolio of programs. BioMotiv most recently announced 
a partnership with Japanese-based Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited. 
 

http://www.harringtondiscovery.org/

